
 

St. John the Baptist and Submission 
            

During the season of Advent, one of the most striking focusses of the liturgy 
is the figure of St. John the Baptist and his humble submission to his mission. John 
had many followers, even a couple of future Apostles. Because of his asceticism, 
moral teaching and the baptism he administered, he was considered to be someone 
great. The crowd looked upon him as a prophet. They were not far from seeing him as 
the Messiah. A delegation was even sent out from the Jewish authorities to see 
whether he was encouraging this last title. He would deny that he was the Messiah, 
that he was the Christ, and even that he was Elias, though he had a claim to that title 
as Our Lord himself would later reveal. “Who, then, art thou?” He answered simply: 
“I am he who cries in the wilderness, ‘make straight the way of the Lord.’” Such was 
John’s profound submission to the will of God for him in the plan of redemption. We 
marvel at his detachment and fidelity!  

            In a Letter to Friends and Benefactors Reverend Father Le Roux, 
Rector of St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary, speaks of our submission to God, reminding 
us that it is a free act: “We are, indeed, only weak creatures that, far from having in 
themselves the reason of their being and life, are in total dependence of Him Who has 
created them and keeps them in existence. …To recognize this, to adhere and to 
subject ourselves to it with complete freedom, is the perfection of man, who is 
endowed with intelligence and will.”  

            Father Le Roux gives us a kind of definition of Submission: 
“Submission is nothing other than our heart’s acknowledgment that the wisdom of 
God’s Providence has established all things with order, measure and prudence.” In 
effect therefore, Submission is nothing else than the recognition of reality; the reality 
that we are creatures and fit into the design of Divine Providence. We, as opposed to 
animals, have both knowledge of this reality, and freely move ourselves to submit to 
it. In fact, this submission supposes freedom. The minute there is no freedom, there is 
no true submission. Hence the modern notion that submission is tyranny over the will 
and the negation of freedom, is untrue. Submission to reality begets true freedom as 
surely as submission to the fact that your car needs gas and ignition gives you the 
freedom to drive it to the grocery store.   

            St. John the Baptist portrays for us, even epitomizes, this spirit of 
submission. He has recognized and desired to fit perfectly into the role God has given 
him in the work of Redemption. His intentions are to turn others towards Christ, as he 
was bidden: “I baptize with water, but there is one in the midst of you whom you do 
not know, one who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to 
loose. He will give to you the baptism of fire and the Holy Spirit.” The day after the 
envoys of the chief priests had returned to Jerusalem, Jesus came down from the 
Mountain. St. John said to those standing about: “Behold the Lamb of God, behold 
him who takes away the sins of the world. This is he of whom I said, ‘there comes a 
man after me, Who has gone ahead of me, because he was before me.’”   

The heart of Submission to God is humility. In a world which pushes and 
shoves through the aisles of the shopping centers during this time of consumer-mania, 
the “Second Elias” draws himself into the background lest he cast a shadow over the 
brilliance of the coming Redeemer. What greater preparation can we ourselves make 
for God’s grace than to submit ourselves humbly to God’s plan for our soul?  Thus, 
may we imitate St. John the Baptist!  
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Mass Schedule 

Date Feast Mass Confessions 

Sunday,  Dec 4 2nd Sunday of Advent 1:00 PM 12:00 PM 

Saturday, Dec 10 St. Melchiades 5:00 PM 4:00 PM 

Sunday, Dec 11 3rd Sunday of Advent 1:00 PM 12:00 PM 

Sunday, Dec 18 4th Sunday of Advent 1:00 PM 12:00 PM 

Saturday, Dec 24 Vigil of Nativity 9:00 AM 8:00 AM 

Sunday, Dec 25 Christmas 1:00 PM 12:00 PM 

D O N A T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N  
To donate by check or money order, please mail your donation to the 

address below: 
Our Lady of Good Success Church 

P.O. Box 1873 
Dickinson, ND 58602-1873 

You may also donate online by visiting 
www.olgsdickinson.org/donate 

and clicking on the yellow “Donate” button. 

Collections 

First Collection Operating expenses for OLGS. 

Second Collections Please write the purpose of your donation on the memo line on your check 

-Sunday, Dec 4th St. Isidore’s Priory 

-Sunday, Dec 11th   SSPX Oversea Missions 

-Sunday, Dec 18th Building Fund 

    

  
A copy of this bulletin is available online at www.olgsdickinson.org/schedules. Please check the website for 
changes to the Mass schedule due to weather. 

 

 

Announcements 

Visiting Priests: This month, Fr. McBride will be visiting the weekend of Sunday, 
Dec. 4 (First Sunday) and Fr. Flanery will be visiting the weekend of Dec. 18 
(Third Sunday).  
 
Poinsettia Envelopes: Will be in the vestibule.  
 
Holy Day of Obligation: The Feast of the Immaculate Conception is Thursday, 
December 8. Although there is no Mass at the church on that day, the faithful are 
encouraged to sanctify the day, as they are able, treating it as they would a Sunday. 
Holy Hour of Devotion at 6pm at OLGS. 
 
Days of Fast and Abstinence: Wednesday, Dec. 7 traditionally as the Vigil of 
Immaculate Conception. Ember Wednesday (Dec. 14), Ember Friday (Dec. 
16), and Ember Saturday (Dec. 17) are all traditional days of fasting, with total 
abstinence on Friday, and partial abstinence Wednesday and Saturday. Saturday, 
Dec. 24, traditionally as the Vigil of the Nativity.  
 
Adult Catechism: This will take place on Sunday, December 11, in the 
basement of the Church with Potluck to follow. 

Vigil Mass: Saturday, December 24, the Mass for the Vigil of the Nativity will 
be said here at Our Lady of Good Success at 9:00 am, preceded by confessions 
at 8:00 am (instead of the customary Saturday Mass schedule).  

Parish Group Meetings and Devotions 

Holy Name Society December 4th, members will receive Holy Communion 
together and will recite their pledge at the end of Mass on Sunday, Dec 4th. A 
meeting may take place after Mass in the Cry Room. 

Mothers of Lu Prayer will be recited after Mass at the Communion rail on 
Sunday, December 11th. 

Servers’ Practice will not take place this month 

The Eucharistic Crusade will meet on December 18th  after mass. 

‘Events after Mass’ Schedule: 
First Sunday: Holy Name Pledge/Meeting 
Second Saturday: Blessing of objects* 
Second Sunday: Mothers of Lu prayer/Adult Catechism/Children’s Catechism* 
Third Sunday: Eucharistic Crusade Meeting 
Fourth Sunday: Visiting Priest/Children’s Catechism* 
Fifth Sunday: Open* 
* when applicable 


