
October, Month of the Holy Rosary 
  

Originally, the feast of the Holy Rosary was called ‘Our Lady of Victory,’ commemorating the victory of the 
Christian navy against the Turks in the gulf of Lepanto 1571. Pope St. Pius V had all of Christendom praying 
together and begging the intercession of our heavenly Queen, and when the battle was won, was granted a 
vision of the victory. He instituted the feast to be celebrated on the 7th of October in honour of Our Lady, 
who worked a number of special miracles in favor of the Christian navy throughout the struggle. Later, Pope 
Gregory XIII changed the title of the feast to that of ‘Our Lady of the Rosary,’ and made it able to be celebrated 
on the first Sunday of October, in any church which possessed an altar dedicated to that title. The day was 
further honoured by Clement XI who gave the feast to the entire Church by inserting it into the universal 
calendar. The final glory offered to Our Lady of the Rosary was brought about by Pope Leo XIII, who called 
her “Queen of the most holy Rosary,” raising the feast to the level of the second class. It is in this manner and 
solemnity that we celebrate it on the 7th.  

  
The Holy Rosary itself was not new to Catholics when Our Lady revealed to St. Dominic this particular 
method of prayer. Before the 13th century, the faithful were familiar with the Angelic Salutation. Often 
Catholics would keep the practice of repeating the ‘Hail Mary’ 150 times, so that it would eventually be called 
the psalter of the laity, or the “Psalterium Marianum” (the psalter of Mary: 150 psalms = 150 Aves). What 
constituted the Rosary as we know it was the particular division of the “Hail Marys” into 15 decades, each said 
while meditating on a particular mystery in the life of Our Lord. This is really of divine origin. St. Dominic 
learned it from Our Lady herself, given as a powerful weapon against the Albigensians, whose errors, then 
plaguing Europe. (We can understand the trepidation of the Catholic world when in 2002, Pope John Paul II 
decided to add another set of mysteries on his own initiative. There is certainly nothing wrong with the 
mysteries he proposed, as they were taken from episodes in the life of Our Lord. Nor can we contest the 
authority of the Holy Father to regulate and direct the piety of the faithful. Nevertheless, the suggestion of 
adding another set seemed to be tampering with a very excellent and wise configuration –a great weapon 
against the enemy of souls, given to us by Our Lady herself –as if the Rosary according to Our Lady was not 
good enough!).  

  
The goodness and value of the Rosary is incontestable. It leads souls to Mary, and through her to Jesus. Ad 
Jesum per Mariam. Ultimately, it is like a ladder to heaven, with Mary as our guide and Jesus as our way and our 
goal. We contemplate the mysteries so that we might imitate Jesus, and who is a better teacher in this school 
than Our Lady herself? She seems to point out each of Christ’s virtues, and shows, by her own actions and 
attitudes, how to incorporate these virtues into our own lives.  
  
In a way, the Rosary is nothing less than the very prayer of Mary. All throughout, we are seeing the life of Our 
Lord through her own eyes and her own thoughts: We are with her at the moment of the Incarnation, when 
she gave her fiat to God’s plan, and all throughout those years of the early domestic life -the hidden life, so 
filled with lessons for every family. We walk along with her as she witnesses the terrible passion of her Divine 
Son, which is the cause of our salvation, and which teaches us to abhor sin, and to make a return of so much 
love shown to us. We witness the glorious Resurrection of the Divine Son of Mary, as he triumphantly crowns 
his life on earth, leaving behind His Mystical Body to continue His work and sanctification. We also enjoy the 
spectacle of Mary’s own assumption and crowning; the sure sign of her Divine approbation. All of these 
considerations are what passed through the heart of Our Lady. And so, they are named into their three 
categories by what caused Mary to rejoice, what caused Mary to be sorrowful, what caused Jesus’ and Mary’s 
glory.  
  
My dear Friends, the Rosary is a great resource of the Church for the salvation of souls. It is like a “new 
fruitful vine” as it has been called. It is not properly Liturgical, but is something easily incorporated into the 
Liturgy (thus called paraliturgical), and which follows the liturgy very carefully in its seasons and sentiments.  
  
The better we pray the Rosary, the more we grow in understanding of the mysteries of our Faith, and the 
more zealously we carry out our duty of state in a virtuous life. We cannot look into that marvelous soul of 
Our Lady, examining all her thoughts, desires and sentiments, without ourselves becoming enriched. That 
‘light’ dispels our own internal darkness, eradicating sin and strengthening our resolve towards good. It opens 
the eyes of our soul to that wonderful providence -that all-wise plan of God for His creatures, and settles us 
into an internal disposition of peace which the world cannot take from us.  
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Mass Schedule 

Date Feast Mass Confessions 

Sunday, Oct. 2 Feast of the Holy Rosary 1:00 PM 12:00 PM 

Saturday, Oct. 8 St. Bridget of Sweden 5:00 PM 4:00 PM 

Sunday, Oct. 9 Eighteenth after Pentecost 1:00 PM 12:00 PM 

Sunday, Oct. 16 Nineteenth after Pentecost 1:00 PM 12:00 PM 

Saturday, Oct. 22 Our Lady on Saturdays 5:00 PM 4:00 PM 

Sunday, Oct. 23 Twentieth after Pentecost 1:00 PM 12:00 PM 

Sunday, Oct. 30 Feast of Christ the King 1:00 PM 12:00 PM 

D O N A T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N  
To donate by check or money order, please mail your donation to the 

address below: 
Our Lady of Good Success Church 

P.O. Box 1873 
Dickinson, ND 58602-1873 

 
You may also donate online by visiting 

www.olgsdickinson.org/donate 
and clicking on the yellow “Donate” button. 

Collections 

First Collection Operating expenses for OLGS. 

Second Collections Please write the purpose of your donation on the memo line on your check 

-Sunday, Oct. 2 St. Isidore’s Priory 

-Sunday, Oct. 16 Building Fund 

  
A copy of this bulletin is available online at www.olgsdickinson.org/schedules. Please check the website for 
changes to the Mass schedule due to weather. 

 

Announcements 
ꞏ  Rosary March: The 28th Annual Rosary March will take place on Sunday, October 

9th 3:00 pm at Rocky Butte Park. The intentions for the Rosary March are for the 
Pope, our country, and the triumph of the Immaculate Heart. Everyone is invited 
to a “Dutch” dinner at the Pizza Ranch following the Rosary March. 

ꞏ  Adult Catechism: This month, on account of the Rosary March, adult catechism 
will be deferred until the Fifth Sunday, October 30. 

ꞏ  Visiting Priest: This month, please welcome Fr. Robinson who will be visiting for 
the fourth weekend (Saturday, October 22, and Sunday, October 23).  

ꞏ  Changes to the ‘Events after Mass’ Schedule. Dear Faithful, beginning with 
October, we will simplify our monthly ‘events after Mass’ schedule for the sake of 
making these events easy to track, and simpler for Fr. May and visiting priests. The 
following will be the layout:  

ꞏ       First Sunday: Holy Name Pledge/Meeting 
ꞏ       Second Saturday: Blessing of objects* 
ꞏ       Second Sunday: Mothers of Lu prayer/Adult Catechism/Children’s 
Catechism* 
ꞏ       Third Sunday: Eucharistic Crusade Meeting 
ꞏ       Fourth Sunday: Visiting Priest/Children’s Catechism* 
ꞏ       Fifth Sunday: Open* 

* when applicable 

Parish Group Meetings and Devotions 
ꞏ  Holy Name Society members will receive Holy Communion together and will 

recite their pledge at the end of Mass on Sunday, October 2, meeting after Mass in 
the Cry Room. 

ꞏ  Mothers of Lu Prayer will be recited at the Communion rail on Sunday, October 
9. 

ꞏ  Rosary March will take place after mass on October 9 at Rocky Butte Park. 

ꞏ  Servers’ Practice will take place on Sunday, October 16 and Sunday, October 23. 

ꞏ  The Eucharistic Crusade will meet on October 16 after mass 

 


